AHHBI AXMATOBOU
Pro Domo Mea'

OvH UIeT IpsIMBIM ITyTEM,
Jlpyron nuer mo xpyry

N xper Bo3Bpara B OTUUN JIOM,
ZKzer mpexsrioro mompyry.

A a1 uny (3a MHOY Geja)

He mpsmo u He xoco.

A B HUKYZA U B HUKOT 2,

Kaxk nmoesna ¢ oTkoca.

1940

I1

Ho s npegymnpesxiato Bac,

Yo s XUBY B ITOCJICTHUH Pa3.
Hu nacroukort, Hu kjieHOM,
Hu TpocTHHKOM U HU 3BE3J0H,
Hu ponuauxosoto Bomon,

Hu xonoxosibHBIM 3BOHOM —
He crany s yitonet cMymars
U cHp1 uyxue HaBemaTs
HeyrosenupiM cTOHOM.

1940

1 AxwmaroBa, Auna AngpeesHa. Cosanme Councuint B Ilectn Tomax.
[Akhmatova, Anna Andreevna. Complete Works in Six Volumes.| Ed. T. A. Gorkova.
Moscow: Ellis-Lak [Dsnc Jlak], 1998-2005: 4.254-255.
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ANNA AKHMATOVA translated by DON MAGER
Pro Domo Mea'

One takes a straight route,

While another goes in a circle

And waits at the paternal home
Expecting an old friend.

And I move on (troubles behind me)
Neither direct nor aslant

To nowhere and to never

Like a train derailed.

1940

II

But I warn you

That I am alive for the last time.
Neither as sparrow, nor maple,
Nor reed, nor star,

Nor spring water,

Nor bells in a tower —

I will not embarrass people

By visiting in strange dreams
With unquenchable moans.

1940

1 The Latin means either “for my house” or “before my house.” Akhamtova used
the phrase “Prose About the Poems: Pro Domo Mea” for the title for an unpublished
collection of comments made over a number of years about her great work Poem
Without a Hero.
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